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SEPTEMBER,  1865. 


ITOXES- 


WILLIAM  ABDEBOK,  OF  NOBWICH,  F.B.S. 

There  is  a  slight  biographical  notice  of  William  Arderon,  by  the  late 
Mr.  S.  Woodwaid,  in  the  Norfolk  Tour,*  and  he  is  also  mentioned  by  the 
same  gentleman  in  the  preface  to  his  Outline  of  the  Oeology  of  Norfolk.^ 

When  the  manuscript  library  of  the  late  Dawson  Turner,  Esq.,  was  dis¬ 
posed  of  by  Messrs.  Puttick  and  Simpson,  in  June,  1 859,  some  of  Arderon’s 
manuscripts  were  sold ;  and  there  are  interesting  notes  to  the  several  lots 
in  the  sale  catalogue. 

This  is  all  I  know  of  a  biographical  nature  relating  to  William  Arderon 
in  print,  and  it  seems  desirable  therefore,  to  preserve  even  the  slightest 
additional  information  that  can  be  gleaned  concerning  him. 

All  his  remaining  papers  have  been  placed  in  my  hands  by  their  present 
owner,  Mr.  James  Reeve,  with  full  liberty  to  make  whatever  use  of  them 
might  seem  desirable. 

The  information  they  furnish  respecting  Arderon,  although  interesting, 
is  unfortunately  not  extensive,  and  I  was  only  too  glad  to  avail  myself  of 
the  kind  permission  of  my  friend  Mr.  Bayfield,  the  present  custodian  of 
the  late  Mx.  8.  Woodward’s  literary  correspondence,  to  transcribe  from  that 
interesting  collection  the  letters  relating  to  Arderon. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  attempt  a  formal  biography.  The  life  of  one 
man  of  genius  should  be  written  by  another ;  and  independently  of  that 
consideration,  the  search  for  the  material  necessary  for  even  the  indifferent 
execution  of  such  a  task  would  engross  far  more  leisure  than  I  have  at 
command.  All  then  that  I  propose  to  do  is  to  record  in  your  pages  the 
notes  1  have  made,  leaving  to  another,  more  competent  to  appreciate 
Arderon’s  genius,  the  task  of  writing  his  biography. 

I  begin  with  the  letters  from  the  Woodward  correspondence,  which 
contain  interesting  particulars,  not  to  be  found  elsewhere. 


•  Norwich,  1829. 
t  Norwich,  1833. 
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1.  Mr,  Woodward  to  Mr,  Daw  ton  Turner, 

Norwl»i  21  Aug.,  1824. 

D.  Turner,  Esq. 

Sir, 

My  friend  Bradley  informs  mo  you  have  purehascd  the  Arderon  MSS. 
I  think  there  must  be  some  valuable  information  in  Dr  Baker’s  letters, 
which  I  had  reckoned  of  having  the  pleasure  of  turning  over.  I  hope  I 
shall  not  lose  this,  but  that  you  will  oblige  me  with  the  sight  of  them ;  a 
portion  at  a  time  or  the  whole,  as  suits  your  convenience. 

S.  WOODWAKD. 

2.  Mr,  Dawson  Turner  to  Mr,  Woodward, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  at  length  begun  to  apply  myself  in  earnest  to  the  arrangement 
of  poor  Arderon’s  correspondence  for  binding,  and  I  trust  they  will  soon 
be  in  such  a  state  that  I  shall  be  able  to  send  you  any  portion  of  them  you 
may  wish.  Previously,  however,  to  putting  them  together,  I  wish  to  ask 
you  if  you  know  whether  any  relations  or  connections  of  his  still  remain  in 
Norwich,  or  whether  there  any  channel  thro’  which  I  might  glean  par¬ 
ticulars  of  his  history,  and  if  any  portrait  of  him  be  in  existence. 

He  was  unquestionably  an  extraordinary  man,  and,  considering  the 
difficulties  he  had  to  struggle  with,  was  certainly  superior  to  Gilbert  White, 
whom,  had  he  lived  50  years  later,  I  shd  certainly  have  thought  he  had 
taken  for  his  model.  Their  characters  were  wonderfully  alike. 

Yarmouth,  6  Feby.,  1825.  Dawsox  Tubneb. 

3.  Mr,  Woodward  to  Mr,  D.  Turner, 


Dr  Sr. 


Norwich,  18  Feby.,  1825. 


I  am  sorry  that  the  information  I  can  at  present  glean  respecting  Mr. 
Arderon  is  so  scanty,  but  with  the  assistance  of  the  letters,  you  may  draw 
up  an  outline  of  his  biography,  and  perhaps,  in  short  time,  I  may  be  en¬ 
abled  to  supply  you  with  addl  information.  Considering  his  situation  in  life 
he  was  certainly  superior  to  Gilbert  White,  possessing  strong  natural  abilities 
without  the  aid  or  attraction  of  books,  he  unfolded  the  book  of  nature,  and 
at  every  page  found  fresh  cause  to  admire  the  wisdom  of  the  Deity. 
What  would  he  have  said  to  the  Elementary  School  Books,  such  as  Blair’s 
TJnivertal  Preceptor,  or  his  Orammar  of  Phiheophy,  now  in  the  hands  of 
every  school  boy.  Had  he  lived  in  the  present  age,  he  would  have  been 
lost  to  notice,  as  every  thing  has  now  been  done  that  his  eager  mind 
anticipated,  and  the  genius  of  the  present  day  is  lost  in  astonishment  in 
surveying  the  wonders  of  the  Universe  (thro’  the  medium  of  books),  and 
finds  nothing  left  for  him  to  achieve,  consequently  an  uncultivated  mind 
like  Ardcron’s,  perusing  the  productions  of  scientific  and  philosophic  men 
is  absorbed  in  the  intensity  of  his  thirst  for  knowledge,  which  leaves  no 
time  for  thinking — ^not  so  with  Arderon,  he  read  little,  and  thought  more — 
but  to  the  person  in  question. 

Mr.  Arderon  came  originally  from  Yorkshire,  and  was  stationed  at 
Wymondham  as  an  officer  of  Excise ;  his  natural  ability  soon  discovered 
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itself,  and  it  introduced  him  to  the  notice  of  Dr.  Buckenham,  Alderman 
Wigget,  Aldu  Bogers,  Mr.  Norris,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  who,  it  is 
supposed,  in  order  to  retain  among  them  so  valuable  an  auxiliary  in  their 
pursuits,  obtained  for  him  the  situation  of  clerk  at  the  New  Mills.  He  was 
thro’  these  gents  introduced  to  Baker,  and  thro’  him,  made  a  F.H.S. 

The  only  dates  I  can  furnish  you  with  are  upon  his  monument  (which 
I  have  visited)  in  Hcigham  church,  agtunst  the  north  wall.  It  is  very  neat, 
and  bears  the  following  inscription. 

“  In  the  Church  Yard  at  the  Back  of  this  Monument,  are  deposited  the  Remains  of 
William  Arosbon,  F.H.S.,  who  departed  this  Life  November  25th,  1767,  aged  64 ; 
together  with  those  of  Susan,  his  first  wife,  and  W illiam  their  Son ;  the  former  of 
whom  died  June  20th,  1759,  aged  47 ;  the  latter  August  14th,  1748,  aged  17 ;  And 
also  of  Sarah,  his  second  Wife,  who  died  January  18ui,  1762,  Aged  31.” 

From  which  it  appears  that  his  second  wife  was  bom  the  year  after  he 
married  his  first  wHe,  and  was  of  the  same  age  as  his  son — had  he  lived. 
Arderon’s  will  is  in  the  possession  of  Bradley. 

I  have  enquired  of  several  collectors  but  can  obtain  no  information  res¬ 
pecting  his  portrait.  Twiddy,  the  parish  clerk  of  St.  Peter’s,  informs  me 
there  certainly  was  one  (also  another  person)  ;  he  states  it  was  published  by 
Newman,  the  father-in-law  of  Geo.  Waite,  in  the  house  opposite  the  bank; 
who  also  published  Sir  Benjamin  Wrench  (of  which  a  few  copies  remain), 
and  Dr.  Campbell,  all  in  aqua  tinta.  Mr.  Waite  does  not  recollect  the 
portrait  of  Arderon.  I  think  you  might  leam  where  he  came  from  at  the 
office  in  London,  where  the  Register  of  the  Officers  of  Excise  is  kept.  I 
have  made  several  calls  to  get  a  sight  at  the  Norwich  Mercury,  without 
success  at  present.  There  is  a  very  slight  notice  in  the  obituary  of  the 
Gentleman't  Magazine. 

4.  Mr. - to  Mr.  Woodward. 


Dr  Sr. 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  Norwich  Mercury,  of  Nov.,  28,  1767. 

“  On  Monday  last  died,  Mr.  William  Arderon,  F.ll.S.,  after  a  very  long 
and  fatigueing  Illness  which  he  endured  with  the  utmost  Fortitude  and 
Resolution,  but  at  the  same  time,  with  that  Tranquillity  and  Resignation, 
becoming  an  honest  Man  and  a  Christian.” 

5.  Mr.  Woodward  to  Mr.  Daicton  Turner. 

Norwich,  Mar. 

Dr  Sr, 

I  have  had  some  conversation  with  an  old  lady  who  knew  Arderon. 
She  is  now  61  years  of  age,  consequently  she  was  only  three  or  four  years 
old  when  he  died.  Her  knowledge  arose  in  this  way — ^her  father,  Jeffery 
Stewart,  optician,  possessing  a  similar  disposition,  Mr.  Abm  Brook, 
Bookseller,  Mr.  Jno  Robinson,  and  another  or  two  (who  devoted  aU  their 
leisure  to  the  study  of  nature)  met  at  Arderon’s  as  often  as  they  could ;  in 
fact,  they  were  inseparable,  the  misfortune  is,  that  in  the  pursuit  of  nature, 
every  reUgious  feeling  and  conubial  comfort  was  sacrificed,  even  life  itself, 
in  the  case  of  Stewart,  who,  in  order  to  get  some  Sea  Polypi  from  Holkham, 
he,  with  his  man,  brought  them  in  a  glass  globe,  suspended  from  a  pole. 
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on  each  of  their  shoulders,  on  a  hoi  summer’s  day,  which  brought  on  a 
brain  fever,  of  which  he  died,  aged  34.  This  man  would  take  some  pro¬ 
vision  in  his  pocket  and  travel  aU  over  the  country  on  Sundays,  collecting 
insects,  &c.  My  informant  states  that  Arderon  when  he  firet  came  to 
Korwich,  established  a  School,  and  when  he  obtain’d  the  situation  at  the 
New  Mills,  he  had  rooms  there  in  which  he  lived  untill  his  death.  The 
windows  of  these  rooms  were  ornamented  with  stained  glass,  and  the  win¬ 
dow  board  covered  with  insects,  &c.,  under  glasses.  He  also  kept  a 
monkey,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  his  second  wife,  who,  in  his  absence, 
used  to  whip  it,  and  who,  by  the  bye  (as  I  before  remarked,  was  of  the 
same  age  as  his  son)  was  to  have  bwn  his  son’s  wife  had,  he  lived.  Her 
name  was  Chamberlin.  My  informant  used  to  visit  him  weekly  in  company 
with  her  sister.  She  never  saw  him  standing,  being  confined  to  his  chair 
(for  some  years  previous  to  his  death),  his  head  resting  upon  his  chest, 
wearing  a  large  bushwig ;  she  thinks  he  must  have  been  a  very  tall  man. 
He  was  very  stout,  her  recollection  cf  his  person  is  that  he  strongly  re¬ 
sembled  the  portrait  of  Dr  Johnson. 


His  papers  confirm  some  of  the  particulars  furnished  by  Mr.  Woodward. 
For  instance,  in  the  draft  of  a  letter  written  in  June,  1749,  to  some  one 
at  Cambridge,  Arderon  says : 

“  I  also  read  the  Letter  from  Oporto,  and  it’s  posible  the  ma^mitude  of  the  Hail  may 
be  somewbat  increased  by  yc  relator,  but  have  reason  to  believe  Hail  in  some  places 
have  fallen  of  a  very  large  Size,  and  fi:om  wt  I  have  seen  myself,  I  think  it  was  in 
1715,  Whilst  I  was  a  Schole  Boy  in  Yorkshire,  at  wck  time  I  see  several  measured  an 
Inch  in  Diameter,  of  various  Forms,  Transparent,  and  as  solid  as  Common  Ice,  &c.” 

With  regard  to  his  being  in  the  excise.  In  his  pocket  book  (a  most 
eurious  and  valuable  MS.  compilation)  is  a  list  of  Excise  officers,  and  the 
places  they  were  stationed  at  “  Taken  at  the  9th  Rod  1 738,”  with  their 
ages,  and  the  number  of  years  they  had  been  in  the  service.  From  this 
list  it  appears  that  he  was  then  stationed  at  Norwich,  on  the  “  Second 
Outwalk was  36  years  of  age,  and  that  he  entered  the  Excise  when  he 
was  one  and  twenty. 

There  is  also  a  list  headed  “  Will  come  into  the  Divisions,”  beginning 
with  January  19th,  1740,  Malt  Division,  and  ending  with  1745,  February 
6th,  1st  division.  This  was  intended  as  a  remembrancer,  and  the  dates 
were  written  down  in  advance,  a  year  or  more  at  a  time.  And  it  would 
appear  from  this  list  that  he  left  the  Excise  some  time  between  25th  Sep¬ 
tember,  1743,  and  6th  February,  1745.  The  statement  that  he  was 
stationed  at  Wymondham  is  not  repeated  in  the  Norfolk  Tour.  I  cannot 
fimd  anything  cither  to  confirm  it  or  tlirow  doubt  upon  it  in  the  papers  I 
have  looked  through. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Woodward’s  letter,  dated  March,  I  would  observe 
that  some  of  the  information  supplied  by  the  old  lady  is  evidently  second 
hand.  Still  there  is  only  one  fact  (if  I  except  her  age)  which  I  have  any 
reason  to  doubt,  and  that  is  Arderon’s  establishing  a  school  upon  his  arrival 
in  Norwich.  He  possibly  may  however  have  kept  on  evening  school,  but 
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it  seems  impossible  that  he  could  haye  conducted  a  day  school,  and  per¬ 
formed  his  excise  duties  as  well.  In  his  Common-place  Book  are  several 
quatrains  which  he  notes  as  transcribed  from  copy  books,  and  in  his  draft 
letter  book  there  is  the  following  opening  sentence  of  a  letter  written  about 
1749,  when  he  had  been  for  several  years  at  the  New  Mills. 

"  S'*,  I  think  I  have  now  had  Master  'Willis  a  Year  under  my  Care,  and  hope  he 
hath  receiv’d  a  singular  advantage  from  my  Instructions,  but  as  we  did  not  come  to  an 
Agreement  for  what  I  should  have  for  my  Labour,  I  thought  it  would  not  be  amiss  to 
aquaint  you . ” 

( To  he  continued). 


THE  MONUMENTAL  HEEALUBY  OF  ESSEX. - NO.  Vni  (vOL.  n.,  p.  206). 

KELVEDON. 

Sculptured  over  a  column  of  the  south  aisle,  England  and  France 
quarterly,  over  all  a  label  of  three  points. 

Marble  tablet,  south  wall  of  nave — Thomas,  infant  son  of  Sir  Anthony 
Abdy,  Bart.,  ob.  Feb.,  1684.  Or,  2  chevronels  between  three  trefoils 
slipped  Sa. 

Sir  Anthony  Abdy,  Bart.,  ob.  7  April,  1704,  arms  as  above,  with  Ulster 
badge  impaling,  Erm.  on  a  bend  Sa ,  3  bezants. 

Mural  monument.  Sir  Tbomas  Abdy,  of  Felix  Hall,  Bart.,  ob.  14  Jan., 
1685.  Arms  of  Abdy  as  above,  impaling,  Az.  a  Griffin  segreant  Or,  Cor- 
eellie.  Crest,  an  eagle’s  head  effront4e  (but  incorrectly  placed  in  this  posi¬ 
tion.)  Also  Ahdy,  impaling  Sa.  a  chevron  between  3  mullets  Or,  Soame. 

Mural  Tablet.  Thomas  Gray,  ob.  1654.  Arms  totally  eflFaced. 

Slab  in  Nave.  Joyce,  wife  of  Rev.  Edward  Chester,  ob.  1771.  A 
chevron  between  3  roundles  within  a  bordure.  Crest,  a  Griffin  passant. 

Slab.  Rev.  Thomas  Dunbar,  ob.  1728.  Quarterly  1  and  4,  a  lion 
rampant  witbin  a  bordure  charged  with  roses,  Dunbar.  2  and  3.  Throe 
cushions  pendent  lozengewise,  tasselled,  within  a  double  treasure  fleur^' 
counter  fleury,  Randolph.  Crest,  a  dexter  hand,  erect,  apaum^c,  ex¬ 
tended  towards  two  Earl’s  coronets  tied  together  with  a  ribbon,  over  all  a 
crosier  and  key  in  saltire.  Over  the  crest  the  motto,  Suh  spe  [A  swoi  d  and 
key  in  saltire  is  a  distinct  crest  for  Dunbar.  In  this  example  it  surmounts 
the  first,  and  a  crosier  is  substituted  for  the  sword.] 

Slab  Anna,  dau.  of  Sir  Thomas  Abdy,  Bart.,  ob.  14  April  16  . . 
Arms  of  Ahdy  in  a  lozenge  shield. 

Robert  Torrin,  ob.  1823.  Az.  on  a  fess  Arg.  2  roses  Gu.,  in  chief  3 
griffin’s  heads  erased,  Arg.  in  base  a  heart  Gu.,  between  2  annulets  Or, 
impaling,  Arg.  a  fess  dancettee  Sa.  Crest,  a  Griffin’s  head  erased  Sa. 

In  the  Churchyard.  Abraham  Clerk,  ob.  5  June,  1700.  On  a  fess  be¬ 
tween  3  crosses  patee  5  roundles,  impaling,  a  chevron  between  3  mullets. 

Rev.  William  Barcroft,  ob.  1758,  a  lion  passant  guard,  between  2  barru- 
Icts. 

Bczaleel  Sherman,  surgeon,  ob.  1737.  Anne  his  wife  ob.  1738.  A 
lion  rampant  between  3  crescents,  impaling  Ahdy. 
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HESSIHa. 

1.  Hatchments.  Sa.  a  fess  dancett4  between  2  leopards  faces  Or 
(ulster  badge)  Lwhyn,  impaling  Arg.  on  a  fess  Sa.  three  mullets  Or. 

2.  Same  impali^  same.  Crest,  a  demi  griffin  Or,  issuing  from  a 
tower  chequy  Or  and  Sa.  Motto,  Moriendo  vivo. 

3.  Luekyn  (Crest  and  motto  as  before)  impaling  Qu.  flanchcs  chequy 
Arg.  and  Az. 

4.  Luekyn  alone  with  crest  and  motto. 

5.  Gu.  a  chevron  between  three  serpents  emhowed,  biting  their  tails. 
Crest,  a  nag’s  head  erased  Arg.  Motto,  Ut  posaum. 

6.  Same  with  escocheon  of  pretence.  Vert,  a  saltire  engrailed  Or. 

7.  Hatelfoot  and  Peacocke  quarterly.  1  and  4  quarterly  Or  and  Sa.  a 
cross  of  four  lozenges  counterchanged.  2  and  3  Gu.  on  a  fess  engrailed 
Arg.  between  3  bezants,  each  charged  with  a  peacock’s  head  erased  proper, 
impaling  Arg.  on  a  fess  Gu.  three  eagles  displayed  wings  inverted  Or. 
Crest,  a  demi  peacock  Or,  wings  expanded  Az.  holding  in  the  beak  a  snake 
proper  entwined  round  the  neck. 

8.  Lozenge.  Ar.  2  bars  ermine,  in  chief  a  lion  passant  Arg.  impaling 
Arg.,  on  a  fess  Az.  3  eagles  displayed  Or. 

9.  Arg.  three  cocks  Gu.  in  pretence,  Az.  2  bars  ermine,  in  chief  a  lion 
passant  Arg.  Crest,  on  a  chapeau  Gu.  turned  up  ermine,  an  ostrich  Arg. 
Cock  of  Messing. 

10.  Arg.  on  a  fess  Az.  3  eagles  displayed  Or.  In  pretence,  a  lion 
rampant  Gu.  Crest,  a  dove  rising,  Arg. 

11.  Luekyn,  arms  and  crest  as  before. 

12.  In  window  of  chancel,  Arg.  on  a  chevron  between  3  dexter 
gauntlets  Gu.  as  many  cinquefoils  pierced  of  the  field,  Chihhorne,  impaling, 
Sa.  2  bars  and  in  chief  3  mullets  Arg.,  Spilman. 

In  the  churchyard.  Vault.  Sir  Harbottle  Luekyn,  Bart.,  oh.  1736, 
and  others  of  the  family.  Arms  and  crest  of  Luekyn  as  before. 

Thomas  Band,  Esq.,  ob.  1719,  and  others.  Arms  greatly  effaced.  A 
lion  rampant  charged  on  the  shoulders  with  three  chevronels.  Crest,  on  a 
ducal  coronet  a  boar’s  head  erased. 

FEEEINO. 

On  the  west  wall,  on  either  side  of  the  Tower  arch,  are  emblazoned  the 
aims  of  the  Sees  of  Canterbury  and  London ;  and  in  the  spandrils  of  the 
nave  arcade  are  the  following. 

1.  Or,  fretty,  interlaced  with  a  fillet  and  endorse  Sa.  (or  purpure) 
voided  at  the  intersections,  lozengy,  Gu.  [This  singular  coat  is  reported 
to  be  a  reproduction  of  an  ancient  one  found  beneath  the  whitewash  when 
the  church  was  restored.] 

2.  Paly  Gu.  and  Or,  on  a  canton  of  the  first  a  mullet  of  the  second. 

3.  Az.  a  cross  flory  Arg. 

4.  Per  fess  invect^  Or  and  Gu.  Drummond,  impaling  Az.  on  a  chevron 
Arg.  between  three  leopard’s  faces  proper,  as  many  cross  crossletts  fitehco 
Or.  Strutt. 
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5.  Quarterly  1  and  4,  Sa.  a  chevron  between  2  crescents  in  chief  and  a 
trefoil,  slipped,  in  base  Or,  tVestem.  2  and  3  quarterly  Arg.  and  Az.  on  a 
bend  Qu.  3  mullets  Or,  he  Orot. 

6.  The  Arms  of  the  See  of  Rochester,  viz : — Arg.  on  a  saltire  Gu.  an 
escallop  Or,  impaling,  quarterly  1  grand  quarter  quarterly,  1  Az.  3  mul¬ 
lets  Arg.  within  a  tressure  fleury  coimter-fleury  Or,  Murray.  2  and  3,  Or 
a  fess  chequy  Arg.  and  Az.,  Stewart.  4,  Or,  3  pales  Sa.  (should  be  paly  Or 
and  Sa.)  Straholgi,  ancient  Earls  of  Athol.  2.  Arg.  on  a  bend  Az.  tihree 
stag’s  heads  caboshed  Or,  Stanley.  3.  Gu.  three  legs  in  armour  proper, 
spurred  and  garnished  Or,  conjoined  at  the  thighs  and  flexed  at  the  knees 
in  triangle,  for  the  Itle  of  Man.  4.  Gu.  two  lions  passant  in  pale  Arg., 
Strange ;  being  the  arms  of  I)r.  Murray,  Lord  Bishop  of  Rochester. 

Note.  That  the  5th,  and  6th  shields  are  reported  to  be  restorations 
from  ancient  arms  discovered  in  the  church.  The  sacrarium  is  paved 
with  encaustic  tiles,  some  bearing  the  arms  of  Drummond  with  Strutt ; 
and  Western  ut  supra. — K. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  PARISH  REGISTERS. - NO.  17  (vOL.  U.,  P.  219). 

St.  Mary's,  Yaxley,  Suffolk. 

A  few  months  ago,  a  number  of  detached  papers,  evidently  referring  to  baptisms, 
deaths,  and  marriages,  were  found  scattered  about  in  the  old  parish  chest.  After  careful 
smoothing  and  mending,  it  was  seen  that  they  were  bills  indented  of  all  the  baptisms, 
marriages,  and  burials,  that  had  taken  place  from  year  to  year.  They  date  from  1560 
to  1634 ;  but  there  are  several  missing.  They  appear  to  lie  copies  in  duplicate  of  an 
original  register  now  lost ;  one  copy  teing  retained  by  the  Bishop’s  Registrar,  at  the 
Visitation,  where  they  are  recorded  to  have  been  exhibited ;  the  other,  a  certifi^  copy, 
being  brought  back  by  the  Churchwardens,  and  deposited  in  the  parish  chest.  The 
earliest  register  book  of  the  parish  commences  1684. 

Yaxley.  W.  H.  S. 

The  names  of  all  such  as  have  bene  mared,  crystened,  &  buried,  in  Anno 
1560,  in  the  parish  abovesaide,  as  foUoweth. 

This  is  the  heading  of  the  first  (extant)  biU,  and  is  subscribed — 

“  Concordat”  [cum  altera  parte  indentata  penes  Reg’um  reman’ — 1565]. 
And  signed  T  [homas]  P  [eade],  who  it  appears  was  Registrar  52  years,  frt>m  1560— 
1612. 

1594.  Itm.  The  2iio  day  of  Nov.  “  was  christeffer  bedenfeld  and  francos 
gislingom  wedow  maried.” 

1566.  “  The  names  of  crystenings,  maryages,  and  burials,  the  whyche 

we  have  had  synce  the  last  gen’ all  [visitation]  the  last  yer,  i^o 
dni,  McccccLxvi,  as  for  thys  yer  we  hadde  none  not  yet.” 

At  the  foot  is  “The  Chyreh  wardens,  John  Norman  &  Edmond 
D’ulche.(?)” 

1571.  “  Annys  lenard,  the  doghter  of  bertelmwe  lenard,  was  crysteyned” 
the  1st  Apull. 

1571.  “  Diany  Wade  ”  buried  26  Sept. 

I  may  observe  that  at  the  bottom  of  this  page  is  a  knot  or  *  mark,’  elaborately  made, 
and  with  due  regard  to  symmetery.  There  are  many  others  in  the  papers  of  this  date. 
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1576.  “  Itm-  James  Flin  and  pradens  carter  were  maryed  the  seune  dayo 

of  August.” 

“  Itm-  Myles  Coulboum  ”  baptized  5  Dec. 

1583.  15th  August  “  was  Robt.  Coke  &  Fayth  Jubye  maryed.” 

1585.  “  HoUeyfe  Aldred,  the  daughter  of  Willm.  AJdred,  was  baptized” 

23  Jan. 

Can  this  be  Olivia  t 

1587.  “  Rodaye  Gk)ddard”  baptized, 

-  ppen  l^or  xxen]  Brewester  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Brewester,  was 

baptized. 

Can  this  be  an  abbreviation  of  Christian  P 

1588.  “  Ursula  polye,  the  daughter  of  Gyles  polye  ”  baptized. 

‘  Egidius  Pooley  ’  (also  Rector  of  Great  Thomham)  was  Vicar  of  Yaxley,  from  1570 
to  1608. 

The  following  entry  is  remarkable. 

1593.  ‘  The  eight  daye  of  October  was  Hendrye  Stanford  Alis  Blossom 

&  Margreye  Gylles  maryed  in  an’o  p’d.’ 

I  should  be  glad  of  any  solution  of  the  puzzle.  I  have  made  an  exact  copy  of  the 
entry.  1  may  remind  the  readers  of  the  witty  epitaph  on  Thomas  Allyn,  and  his  two 
wives,  quoted  in  the  East  Anglian,  p.  129,  Nov.,  1864.  [Can  Alis  be  intended  for 
alias  ? — Edit.] 

“  Dane,  the  sunne  of  Anne  Stannard,”  baptized  March  3rd. 

1595.  3  April,  “  Annes  Brewster,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  ”  baptized. 

The  author  of  the  History  of  Christian  Names,  vol.  i,  221,  derives  Annes  from  Anysia, 
a  maiden  of  Thessalonica,  put  to  death  under  Maximian.  She  is  not  in  the  Roman 
calendar.  Might  it  not  be  another  form  of  Agnes  ? 

-  1  Feb.,  “  was  Margret,  a  gurle  whichc  was  brought  to  the  towne 

by  a  pore  woman,  buryed  in  An’o  p’do.” 

1598.  “  Willm.  Yaxlee,  the  sonne  of  Hcnrye  Taxlee,  esquier,  was  buryed 

the  xxixd  daye  of  July,  Ao  pdo.” 

“  John  Wyseman,  the  sonne  of  Charles  wyseman,  gent.,  the  vith 
of  September,  Ao  pdo  was  baptized.” 

■Wiseman  is  uniformly  styled  ‘  gent.’  and  Yaxley  uniformly  ‘  esquier what  was  the 
distinction  in  the  terms  ? 

1599.  There  occurs  the  following  entry  of  marriages,  under  the  date  of 
“The  19th  day  of  Nov.,  Ao.  pdo.  was  EUys  brame  &  Jone  norman 

maryed.” 

“  The  same  daye  was  James  borne,  &  Elizabeth  norman  maryed.” 
Next  after  comes  this. 

“  The  16th  day  of  Nov.,  Ao.  pdo.  was  Marye  borne,  the  daughter 
of  James  borne  baptized.” 

1602.  The  31st  daye  of  Jany-  “was  Edmunt  Frances,  &  Edeny  Grene 
marryed,”  Ao.  pdo. 

What  can  Edeny  represent  ?  The  letters  of  the  word  are  quite  distinct. 
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1604.  “  Darkei  Wroo,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Roe  ”  baptized. 

“  Dolytre  Wheatakers,  Ae  daughter  of  Robert,”  baptized. 
William,  s.  “  of  Thomas  Toworne”  baptized. 

It  would  seem  that  the  first  and  second  are  corruptiona  of  Dorcas  and  Dorothy; 
Towome  is  peculiar. 

1609.  The  following  is  the  first  entry  of  a  double  Christian  name. 

25th  June  “  was  Edwardus  Fortunatus  FeUd,  the  son  of  Edward  ” 
baptized. 

19th  Feb.  “  was  Annes  Ennold  buryed.” 

1612.  22  April,  “  Anne  Yeftas,  the  wife  of  Henry  ”  buryed. 

1615.  17  March,  “  was  Anita,  the  daughter  of  John  Betts,  baptized.” 

Anita  seems  a  Spanish  form  of  Anna ;  or  the  name  might  be  TJniea ;  hut  the  letter  is 
more  like  a  “  t  ”  than  a  “  c.”  This  was  the  2nd  daughter  living,  of  John  Betts. 

1617.  “Marina,  the  daughter  of  Jo.  Sherman,  esq.,”  baptized. 

I  have  not  seen  Marvun  elsewhere  used. 

1618.  “  Alc4,  the  daughter  of  WiUm-  Hoxon,  al’s  Cressie,  was  baptized. 

This  Christian  name  (as  well  as  Alice,  Alis,  for  which  I  think  it  is  not  to  be  mistaken) 
fiequently  occurs. 

1620.  John,  the  son  of  Ambrose  Weffhrop,  was  baptized. 

The  MS.  seems  clear ;  some  of  the  bills  I  may  add  are  admirably  written,  on  stout 
parchment-Uke  paper. 

1631.  “  A  pore  travelling  woman  was  buried,”  29  Aug. 

-  14  J^y,  “  Robt.  Borrow  &  Grace  Younges  was  married.” 

- 1  Nov.,  “  Robt.  Younges  &  Alice  Burrow  weare  married.” 

-  “  Simond,  the  sonne  of  a  woman  servante  to  Mr.  Charles  Yaxley, 

baptized  ”  26  March.  [This  record  is  twice  entered.] 

1633.  “William  RencU  &  the  Widdow  Graygose  were  married”  22 

Aug. 

1634.  Millesente,  the  daughter  of  one  ThurketteU  was  buried. 

Here  the  bills  end,  with  this  note  :  “  Exhibit  fuit  in  Generali  tent,  apud  Stowmarket, 
April  16,  1634. 


LANGLEY,  NOEFOLK. - NO.  2.  (vOL.  H.,  p.  201.) 

The  font  standing  by  the  principal  or  west  entrance  is  a  chaste  example 
of  the  Tudor  period.  The  octagon  form  is  scrupulously  carried  out ;  the 
base  is  a  slight  projection,  chamfered,  and  having  the  Tudor  badge  pro¬ 
jecting  on  every  face.  The  shaft  is  relieved  by  trefoil-headed  panels, 
deeply  incised.  The  circular  bowl  is  enclosed  by  octagon  stone  work,  each 
face  is  hollowed,  leaving  a  boldly  projecting  quatrefoil.  On  every  alternate 
face  the  cusps  are  made  to  centre  on  the  rose,  on  the  eastern  face  they 
centre  on  the  head  of  a  bishop,  distinguished  by  the  mitre,  on  the  north 
panel  the  cusps  centre  on  a  shield  bearing,  quarterly,  over  all  a  bend,  here 
made  to  resemble  the  stroke  of  bastardy,  but  the  minutise  in  colors  and 
charges  are  lost,  on  the  remaining  the  centerings  of  the  quatrefoil  cusps  is 
defaced. 

The  tower  arch  is  lofty,  and  supported  by  cylindrical  shafts ;  the  vault¬ 
ings  are  plain  and  probably  intended  by  inexperienced  builders  to  imitate 
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the  four-centered  arch  of  the  Tudors.  The  mutilations  of  the  west  window 
have  not  entirely  deprived  the  style  of  eveiy  vestige  of  the  period,  but  here, 
the  advantages  of  the  aid  of  tracery  do  manifestly  display  the  necessity  of 
embowing  tracery,  to  assist  in  the  development  of  the  glories  of  stamed 
glass. 

The  roof  is  perfectly  plain,  but  the  rafters  are  of  unusual  size,  and  the 
wall  pieces  are  relieved  by  some  modem  “  restorers”  with  shields  of  arms, 
but  neither  of  the  heater  or  Elizabethan  forms  have  been  followed,  hut  if 
the  latter  was  intended,  the  imitation  is  very  meagre.  The  brass  chande¬ 
lier  is  small,  but  the  design  bears  evidence  of  high  antiquity.  This  is  the 
only  object  which  calls  forth  a  remark  from  the  visitor  in  search  of  ecclesi¬ 
astical  remains  of  the  middle  ages. 

Throughout  the  whole  building,  excepting  the  tower  window,  every  atom 
of  tracery  has  been  removed,  and  the  'I'udor  arch  made  circular-headed, 
but  all  are  filled  with  a  rich  and  gorgeous  profusion  of  stained  glass, 
ancient  and  modern ;  the  colors  of  sacred  and  heraldic  subjects  unite  to  pro¬ 
duce  to  perfection  that  “  dim  religious  light  ”  so  often  heard  of,  but  in  the 
absence  of  the  opacous  obstmetions  and  the  attendant  shadows,  much  of 
the  brilliancy  of  the  finest  stained  glass  is  lost,  a  wide  spread  flatness  per¬ 
vades  the  whole  composition  without  relief  either  from  opaque  or  shadowy 
influences,  and  the  most  brilliant  effect  contemplated  is  sacrificed  to  tame¬ 
ness  by  the  want  of  partial  obstruction  to  the  too  dazzling  glare  of  light, 
by  midlions,  transoms,  and  tracery,  the  necessary  adjunct  to  Gothic  window 
architecture,  and  the  required  relief  to  the  lustre  of  stained  glass. 

The  chancel  is  lighted  by  four  single  bayed  windows,  resembling  the 
Decorated  style,  and  the  large  east  window :  all  are  most  richly  glazed,  but 
denuded  of  every  architectural  feature.  A  flat  and  panel-painted  ceiling, 
little  in  harmony  with  the  sacred  edifice,  or  with  the  subdued  light,  spans 
the  area  above,  and  catches  those  flickering  and  gaudy  tints  which  reverent 
impulse,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  hallowed  and  sacred  fane  forbade  the 
artist  to  impart  to  his  classic  composition.  The  walls  are  decorated  with 
numerous  and  costly  monuments  to  different  members  of  the  last  three 
generations  of  the  Beauchamp  Proctor  family,  and  in  the  pavement  are  slabs 
to  the  Bemey  and  Hobart  families.  There  are  also  two  large  slabs,  now 
stripped  of  the  brasses,  but  on  one  there  is  at  the  head  two  sm^l  crosses  and 
one  midway,  the  two  once  at  the  base  are  worn  away,  thus  leaving  but  an 
imperfect  memorial  of  the  “  five  wounds,”  but  there  is  no  inscription  to 
him  who  now  lies  beneath  but  once  stood  before  it  as  he  cheered  the  peni¬ 
tent,  or  elevated  the  host  that  all  might  see  “  Him.” 

The  brass  to  a  member  of  the  ancient  Berney  family  is  in  the  most  ex¬ 
cellent  state  of  preservation,  having  been  and  still  is  protected  by  the  large 
pew,  appropriated  to  the  Beauchamp  family. 

In  the  vestry,  or  rather  in  the  south  porch,  is  a  fine  specimen  of  a 
church  chest,  apparently  of  the  Jacobite  period ;  the  broad  bands  are  of  iron, 
delicately  worked,  the  huge  handles  are  probably  of  an  earlier  date,  and 
the  key  turning  five  bolts  is  well  worthy  a  careful  inspection.  In  this 
chest  is  preserved  a  black  letter  bible,  but  deprived  at  the  beginning  and 
at  the  end  of  some  few  leaves.  In  the  same  chest  are  deposited  the  parish 
registers.  The  earliest  are  lost,  the  first  entry  being  as  late  as  March  31st, 
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1695,  and  the  entries  irom  that  date  are  little  more  than  the  “  short  and 
simple  annals  of  the  poor,”  with  the  following  exceptions. 

Thomas  Bramston,  Esq.,  and  Elizabeth  Bemey,  singlewoman,  daughter 
of  Bichard  Berney,  Esq.,  were  married  Jan  7th,  1732. 

-  Castell  Bacon,  of  Reveningham,  Esq.,  and  Elizabeth  Dash- 

wood,  of  Norwich,  spinster,  both  single  persons,  married  by  licence  Ist 
October,  1747, 

Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  Pooley,  buried  Oct.  12th,  1725. 

Robert  Pooley  was  buried  May  9th,  1728. 

Samuel,  ye  son  of  Samuel  Pooley,  bur.  Sept.  1st,  1728. 

Samuel  Pooley  was  bur.  March  Hh,  1776. 

Elizabeth  Pooley  bur.  Nov.  25th,  1778. 

The  village  of  Langley  is  about  one  mile  distant  from  the  church,  and 
probably  is  indebted  for  its  origin  to  the  old  and  once  renowned  Premon- 
stratcnsian  Abbey,  founded  in  1198,  and  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary. 
But  this,  now  a  hetereogeneous  mass  of  ruins,  has  suffered  more  ff'om  the 
axe  and  hammer  than  from  the  ravages  of  time  or  the  influence  of  the  ele¬ 
ments.  Founded  as  it  was  on  a  pestiJferous  quagmire,  the  very  foundations 
are  a  source  of  speculative  enquiry.  The  cr3rpt  alone  is  spared  ;  a  com¬ 
parative  small  example  of  fair  tracery  vaulting  radiating  from  an  isolated 
shaft.  Tbe  church  of  lofty  dimensions,  is  now  a  bam,  a  repulsive  desecra¬ 
tion  ;  on  the  north  side  was  the  cemetery,  now  trodden  by  fattening  oxen, 
but  whence  many  tombstones,  coffins,  and  other  fragments  of  funereal  homage 
of  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries  have  been  removed,  and  are  now  pre¬ 
served  in  the  pleasure  grounds  attached  to  the  mansion.  On  the  north  side 
of  the  old  building  was  the  rabbit  warren,  a  necessary  resort  for  food  for 
the  inmates,  whose  precarious  supply  of  fish,  the  evident  reason  for  select¬ 
ing  a  situation  at  once  pestilential  and  cold,  must  have  been  through  all 
ages  liable  to  the  encroachments  of  the  ocean,  as  in  1 865,  and  the  conse¬ 
quent  destmetion  of  the  diet,  the  chief  means  of  supply.  Beyond  the 
warren  was  the  common,  but  enclosed  in  1801,  when  the  singularly  beauti¬ 
ful  cross,  a  single  but  enriched  shaft,  was  removed  by  the  late  Sir  Thomas 
Beauchamp  Proctor,  of  highly  honored  memory,  and  placed  in  the  park  at 
the  boundary  junctions  of  the  villages  of  Langley,  Thurlton,  and  Chedgrave. 
On  the  destruction  of  the  Abbey  farm  house  by  fire,  in  1801,  the  labourers 
fell  upon  a  large  subterraneous  arch  far  larger  than  a  common  sewer,  but 
in  those  dark  days  none  were  found  who  dared  to  penetrate  the  mysterious 
way,  but  all  had  conjectures,  and  all  unworthy  a  moment’s  thought,  but 
all  seemed  only  anxious  to  fill  the  entrance  with  the  debris,  then  scattered 
in  abundance  round  the  source  of  imagination  so  wild  and  terrible. 

H.  Davenet. 


Monumental  Inecriptione  in  Hunstanton  Church  (vol.  ii,  p.  220). — A 
Norfolk  genealogist  would  be  glad  to  leam  that  the  insertion  in  the  July 
number  of  the  East  Anglian  of  the  “  Monumental  Inscriptions  in  Hun¬ 
stanton  Church,”  is  not  a  register  of  the  burial  of  the  stones  themselves, 
imder  encaustic  tiles,  as  the  fashion  now  is  in  “  church  restorations." 

[The  monumental  slabs  in  Hunstanton  church  have  not  in  any  instance  been 
buried. — Edit.] 
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EAST  ANGLIAN  FOLK-LOBE  (vOL.  H.,  p.  217.) 

To  cure  hernia  in  young  children. — A  few  years  since,  I  was  visiting  a 
fiiend  at  Hundon,  in  Suffolk,  and  while  walking  with  Um  in  his  orchard 
he  shewed  me  an  ash  tree,  the  hark  of  which  had  been  divided  and  then 
grown  together.  This,  he  told  me,  was  caused  by  its  being  split  for  him 
to  be  passed  through  when  he  was  an  infant.  "What  effect  this  “  charm  ” 
had  he  did  not  mention.  If  living,  he  would  have  been  now  about  75 
years  old. 

To  cure  hysteria,  ^c. — Some  years  since,  a  married  woman,  residing  in 
this  town,  begged  me  to  give  her  a  sixpence,  as  she  wanted  a  certain  number 
of  them  from  so  many  single  men,  and  had  had  her  request  granted  by  some 
of  my  bachelor  friends,  but  for  what  purpose  these  sixpences  were  wanted, 
she  did  not  divulge. 

To  cure  St.  Vitus’s  Dance. — I  also  remember  that  when  I  was  a  boy,  a 
young  woman  in  this  place  was  afflicted  with  St.  Vitus's  Dance,  and  to 
cure  her,  the  town  band  frequently  played  in  her  mother’s  cottage  of  an 
evening.  It  then  appeared  to  me  very  strange  to  attempt  the  recovery  of 
a  person  who  was  iU,  by  heating  a  big  drum,  and  blowing  noisy  instru¬ 
ments  in  a  small  low  room ;  and  that  the  effect  would  be  to  give  the  poor 
girl  a  severe  headache,  if  no  more  serious  inconvenience  did  not  result. 

Clare.  John  B.  Abmstead. 


(aTJEHIES. 

Spring  quartering  De  Clare. — I  see  by  the  Visitation  that  one  of  the 
Spring  family  quarters  the  arms  of  the  De  Clares.  How  was  the  right 
acquired  ? — John  B.  Abhstbai),  Clare. 


Whapload  Way. — The  road  below  the  range  of  cliffs  on  which  the  town 
of  Lowestoft  is  built,  is,  I  am  told,  called  the  Whapload  Way.  What  is 
the  meaning  of  Whapload  ?  There  is  an  ancient  way  in  the  coxmty  of 
Surrey,  known  as  the  Warple-way ;  and  in  the  neighbouring  county  of 
Sussex  a  bridle-way  is  call^  a  Whapple-way. — A  Visitor. 


Second  Wife  of  Sir  Andrew  Ogard,  Knight. — Is  the  maiden  name  known 
of  the  second  wife  of  Sir  Andrew  Ogard,  of  Buckenham  Castle,  co.  Norfolk, 
Knight?  He  married  Ist,  Margaret  Clifton,  and  at  his  death  in  1454, 
left  a  widow  Alice,  who  was,  according  to  Blomefield,  in  1459,  widow 
also  of  Sir  Hugh  Cokessey.  In  the  Poston  Letters,  is  one  from  Dame  Alice 
Ogard,  written  in  1456,  and  addressed  to  her  cousin,  John  Faston,  Esq. 
She  mentions  in  it,  her  cousin  John  Radcliff.  How  were  they  related, 
and  what  was  her  ancestry  ? — W.  S.  Appleton,  Boston,  IJ.S. 


